. This development has resulted in the felling of over two million trees. Infection of other tree species has occurred adjacent to the larch, apparently due to high levels of P. ramorum inoculum produced from larch foliage (Webber et al., 2010). (Fig. 1) (Fig. 3) . Zones near the lesion edges were bright cinnamon in colour, while small active 'tongues' of fresh lesion extension were very pale buff-pink and older lesion areas dull cinnamon (Figs. 3, 4) . Small pieces of phloem taken 5-10 cm from within the lesion edges were plated onto a Phytophthora selective medium (Brasier et al., 2005) (SA Green, CM Brasier and JF Webber, unpublished). Such an overlap between P. ramorum and P. lateralis on C. lawsoniana on the same site is likely to lead to direct physical contact between the two species. Since they are closely related phylogenetically and produce similar fruiting structures (e.g. Brasier et al., 2010), such novel contact could result in their hybridisation (Brasier, 2000). This possibility is under investigation.
The introduced pathogen Phytophthora ramorum has been the cause of dieback and mortality of millions of live-oak and tanoak trees in near-coastal native forests in California and Oregon since 1995 (Frankel, 2008 (SA Green, CM Brasier and JF Webber, unpublished) . Such an overlap between P. ramorum and P. lateralis on C. lawsoniana on the same site is likely to lead to direct physical contact between the two species. Since they are closely related phylogenetically and produce similar fruiting structures (e.g. Brasier et al., 2010) , such novel contact could result in their hybridisation (Brasier, 2000) . This possibility is under investigation.
